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PROPOSAL 

Each year Independence National Park hosts a remembrance of the British Occupation of Philadelphia.  

This is significant because most of the visitors to our parks do not understand the significance of General 

Howe’s occupation nor the justification for wintering the Continental Army at Valley Forge. I propose that we 

add an element of realism to this event by inviting a moderate sized brigade of British reenactors to “occupy” 

the Statehouse or similar park property.  The 43rd Regiment of Foot has participated in occupation 

reenactments at several sites including Colonial Williamsburg and are available to recreate that experience 

at Independence National Park. 

Rationale 

When we discuss the events leading up to the Declaration of Independence and the Revolution, we 

frequently talk about the rigors of the British occupation of Boston but (thankfully) almost none of our visitors 

have any real idea what being “occupied” by a “friendly” army is like.  When the 43rd Regiment of Foot 

occupies a site, we post sentries and guards, walk patrols, practice drill, and give the public an opportunity 

to interact with an occupying army.  This will provide those who choose to visit our park with an up-close and 

personal understanding of why an occupation was difficult even for loyalist.  This also provides us with an 

opportunity to explain the significance of the Continental Army’s choice of Valley Forge for the 1777 

encampment. 

Execution Strategy 

Dressed as 43rd Monmouthsire Regiment of Foot (heavy 

Infantry), the we can stage a mock occupation of the 

Philadelphia Statehouse by posting sentries and guards at 

strategic points around the key buildings, march patrols and 

conduct drills, and interact with the public to allow them to 

understand the difficulties the Continental Army faced when 

confronting a professional army entrenched in the city of 

Philadelphia. 

Activities for the Army to demonstrate: 

• Manual of Arms (no firing)  

• Posted Sentries and Guards 

• Patrols and pickets 

Rules of Engagement: 

• Replace all musket flints with wooden blanks 

• Empty cartridges boxes 

• Unfixed bayonets during patrols and drill (fixed for 

sentries only) 

• All posts occupied in pairs and under supervision of 

Park Rangers 

• NO FIRING DRILL! 
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Supplied Material 

• 15-30 British Regular Troops to be 

posted as around the park as 

directed by the Park 

• Each of these reenactors is 

comfortable telling the story of the 

American Revolution for the 

perspective of the common soldier 

and accurately portrays (within safe 

limits) the behavior of royal troops 

during an occupation. 

 

 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DESIRED RESULT 

This intent of this event would be to bring realism 

and context to the story of how General Gage’s 

Army attempted to put down the rebellion in the 

early days of the revolution and show how 

Philadelphia was treated when General Howe’s 

army chose to capture our city rather than relieve 

the expeditionary force held up at Saratoga.  We will 

demonstrate how the presence of an occupying 

army imposes hardships even upon a non-

combatant populace.  This will help put the battles of 

Brandywine, Germantown, and Monmouth 

Courthouse in context.  More importantly, this will 

cement in the minds of those who participate why it 

was so critical that Washington keep the Continental 

Army close to Philadelphia, necessitating the winter encampment at Valley Forge.  


