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PROPOSAL 

Independence National Parks will participate in Junior Ranger day on April 15, 2017.  To this end, we need 

“hands on” activities focused on children aged 5-13.  Since one of the primary focuses of the education 

program at Independence surrounds the Revolutionary War, I propose that we draw Junior Rangers into this 

period with an opportunity to learn and participate in the Militia Drill that would have been taught to 

Continental and British Soldiers during the war.  This will be a brief physical activity focused on engaging 

children through a kinesthetic learning activity. 

Rationale 

Throughout the park we will have various activities for kids on Junior Ranger Day.  Many of these engage 

children in visual and auditory learning opportunities.  This activity will take the children outside and engage 

them in physical activities while keeping their attention on the 18th Century history of the story of 

independence. 

Execution Strategy 

Dressed as soldiers from the Continental Line (ie Blue Lottery Coats with appropriate field kit) and carrying 

muskets, we can attract children who are interested learning about the life and duties of soldiers in the 

Continental Army.  We can explain the various accoutrement the soldier would carry into battle and discuss 

18th century warfare.   

Once we have them engaged in learning about Washington’s army, we can have them learn the drill soldiers 

would (and still do during ceremonial drill) follow in handling their arms.  Using wooden replica of muskets, 

we will have the children go through the following motions while they are demonstrated by the program 

leader: 

• Shouldered Arms 

• Poised Arms 

• Presentation of Arms 

• Ordering of Arms 

• “Firing” of Muskets 

• Bayonet Charge

Supplied Material 

I have not yet secured these materials but will provide the following 

of the program: 

• 10 wooden “Muskets”  

• 10 Tricorned hats 

• 1 poster of Manual of Arms (see attached)     

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DESIRED RESULT 

This activity will provide children with an inviting “hands on” learning opportunity that should energize them 

toward participating in additional Junior Ranger Day activities and learning about the significance of the 

Declaration of Independence and the 2nd Continental Congress’ meetings at Independence Hall. 

It will also provide parents with an excellent photo opportunity for their children to help remember their visit 

to Independence National Park.  
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PREPARATION: 

1. 10 wooden “muskets” were prepared as follows: 

a. Draw a profile on 4”x5”x48” common boards (see attached template) 

b. Cut profile using saber saw  

c. Sand until smooth  

2. Drill poster is prepared by plotting the attached image on an ANSI C sized paper 


