
Program Proposal: Living History Sunday focusing on the 1777 Wayne Encampment at 

Graeme Park on August 19, 2018 

 

Summary of Program Intent: 

 
In August of 1777 hundreds of men camped and drilled on the grounds of Graeme 

Park in preparation for the coming Battle of Brandywine. The troops were under the 

overall command of General “Mad Anthony” Wayne. Join us today at Graeme Park 

as we meet one or two of Wayne’s men, and hear their stories about the war and 

the upcoming confrontation with the British. Presentation at 2:00 p.m. Tours of the 

Keith House scheduled throughout the day. 

Goals: 

 

• Teach the public and interpret the history of General Anthony Wayne and the 

Pennsylvania Regiment of the Continental Army’s activities in the area surrounding 

Graeme Park during the fall and winter of 1777 including: 

o Interdiction of trade goods destined for the British occupation forces in 

Philadelphia 

o Military maneuvers and preparations, including the Battle of Crooked Billet prior 

to engagements at Brandywine and Germantown 

o Recruiting and training of soldiers 

• Deliver a high value program for the visitors the visitors to Graeme Park that instills a 

desire to return for future events and program. 

• Allow our volunteers to develop and exercise their skills as reenactors, historical 

interpreters, historical researchers, and educators by creating roles for all volunteers 

who wish to participate in this program (not just the organizers). 

• Develop a program that can be easily replicated year after year by Graeme Park 

volunteers. 

 

Limitations: 

• Keep program small.  While a large encampment with multiple reenactors and staged 

battles would definitely draw large crowds, these are not sustainable activities at this 

time.  Programs of this nature require extensive preparation, control, and often 

honoraria for the participant.  This is not currently a sustainable type of event for 

Graeme Park. 

• Keep overall timeline short.  The entire program must fit within the current program 

guidance for “Living History Sundays” meaning set-up, program, and clean-up should 

occur within a six hour window at most. 

• Keep program contained to a small venue that does not overshadow tours of the Keith 

House. 



Proposed Program: 

Activity Time Key People 
Set-up  10:30 am - 11:00 am - 

Open military camp manned by at least one soldier in appropriate uniform 
where visitors can come, have discussions of the history of the campaign, 
and interact with “living” history.  This program can be expanded to 
include camp follower, additional soldiers, officers, and civilians as 
volunteers are available to take these roles.  Camp activities may include 
but are not limited to the following: 

1. Drill 
2. Cooking and eating 
3. Amusements like cards or dice 
4. Copying and distributing orders 
5. Writing letters 
6. Cleaning and maintaining equipment and uniforms 

11:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Michael, 
John, and Jack 
Plus any other 

interested 
volunteers 

Formal talk on a specific subject germane to the Wayne encampment 2:00 pm Jack 

Musket Drill demonstration with firing 
11:30 am 

Michael and 
John 

Children’s Musket Drill using wooden muskets  12:00 pm Michael 

Issuance of Military Summary Judgments against persons detained by 
patrol and against material confiscated by army.  Courts Martial will be 
discussed during house tours but not reenacted as we do not have enough 
officers available. 

1:00 pm 

Michael and 
Jack (need 

civilians to be 
on trial) 

Clean up and tear down 3:30 – 4:00 pm - 

 

Program Physical Set-up: 

• Small soldiers’ camp on lawn north of path leading to Keith House or in courtyard of 

barn.  

o Tent if available 

o Small campfire 

o Props representing goods purchased or confiscated by the army and awaiting 

collection by the quartermaster (bails, sacks, barrels and boxes as available) 

o Ground cloth for display of a soldiers field kit  

• Desk for General Wayne’s Adjuvant for portrayal of soldiers copying orders, issuing 

payments, and recording summary verdicts of the officers against persons detained by 

patrols. 

• Cordoned off area (propose field south of barn) where musket drill and firing can be 

separated from public.  I recommend that public remain behind the fence and muskets 

be discharged more than 20 feet from the fence. 

  



Children’s Musket Drill: 

Dressed as soldiers from the Continental Line (ie Blue Lottery Coats with appropriate 

field kit) and carrying muskets, we can attract children who are interested learning 

about the life and duties of soldiers in the Continental Army.  We can explain the various 

accoutrement the soldier would carry into battle and discuss 18th century warfare.   

Once we have them engaged in learning about Washington’s army, we can have them 

learn the drill soldiers would (and still do during ceremonial drill) follow in handling their 

arms.  Using wooden replica of muskets, we will have the children go through the 

following motions while they are demonstrated by the program leader: 

• Shouldered Arms 

• Poised Arms 

• Presentation of Arms 

• Ordering of Arms 

• “Firing” of Muskets 

• Bayonet Charge 

Needed Materials and Preparations: 

Tent Steve indicated to me John has this 

Barrels, bails, and boxes for captured goods TBD 

Wooden muskets Michael has these but will 
encourage would be soldiers to 
buy them from camp store. 

Field furniture (desk and stools) Michael has these 

Speaker’s notes for talk Michael will discuss with Jack.   

Recruitment Poster (attached) Michael will print at FedEx. 

 

 

 


