
Rolling Prussian Cartridges 
Making the Tube 

1. Use Artists Newsprint. This paper is available at office and art supply stores, is strong enough yet 

easily torn with teeth, and resembles the paper used on original cartridges. Don't use bond 

paper or printed newspaper.  Each sheet of paper will yield 16 cartridges.  

2. Cut the paper into a parallelogram as shown in the drawing.  

The dimensions are approximate but this shape will yield easy to 

fill tubes.  I use a rigid template to lay out the cutting pattern 

then cut multiple sheets with a knife rather than cutting 

individual sheets.  

3. Use a 6" x 5/8" diameter wooden cartridge former, with one end 

cupped. The cupped end was used to hold the lead ball in place 

while rolling the tube. We use the cupped end to form the crimped end of the cartridge. The 

end of the former should be approximately 1/2" from the paper edge. If you don’t want to make 

your own, these can be purchases from Avalon Forge for $10.  

4. Roll towards the pointed end of the paper, and keep the paper taut against the former.   

5. With the paper completely rolled up against the former, check that you have approx 1/2" 

between end of former and edge of paper. Adjust as necessary.    



       



6. Fold the paper inwards from all sides, Twist the folded ends together and push the twisted 

paper ends into the cupped end of the former.  

7. Remove the former from the tube.  

I typically will make several of these at a sitting and store them for future use.   

Cartridge Filling & Folding  

1. Fill the paper tube with Black Powder. Use either 110 grains of FFFg or 125 grains of FFg. (110 

grains = level 1/2 tablespoon).  A brass or plastic powder measure with a built-in funnel makes 

for quicker cartridge preparation.  

2. Rotate the tube until the edge of paper that goes up and around the tube is barely visible at the 

tube base.  

3. Press flat the empty portion of the tube, ie. the part above the black powder.  

4. Fold in both sides of the flattened portion of the paper tube.  

5. Fold the flattened portion over 90 degrees. The fold should begin just above the powder.   

6. Fold the paper tail down 90 degrees so the top of the cartridge forms a point.  

7. Tuck the paper tail into the cartridge tube. 

 

 

 


