
Mortimer Boddy Dies at the Barnes Tavern 
 

Set-up: Mortimer Boddy is using the ongoing charter and boundary conflict (1730’s) between 
Maryland and Pennsylvania in order to conduct a land swindle.  He has sold a worthless 
title to land currently owned by Fredrick Dupe to James Stooge for 50£1.   Three men have 
come to the Barns Tavern settle their grievances with Mr. Boddy, Herr Stooge, Herr Dupe, 
and Mr. Clarke (the surveyor).  Unfortunately, they discover that Mr. Boddy has been 
murdered! While no one will mourn the loss of Mr. Boddy and even though we all feel he 
got his just reward for swindling so many people, we cannot allow vigilante justice in our 
community.  Your job is to identify our killer and inform the Militia so that they may be 
apprehended.  

 
Characters (and potential suspects):  
 

o Tavernkeepers (Mr. and Mrs. Barns): Runs the Tavern.  Stuck with the bill from Mr. Boddy for 
about a week’s worth of room and board. 

o Housekeeper and cook (Mrs. Silver): The woman who discovers the corpse of Mr. Boddy in the 
Attic Bedroom of the Barns Tavern. 

o Surveyor (Mr. Clarke): The man who uncovered the swindle attempted by Mr. Boddy while trying 
to record a deed for land already deeded to Herr Dupe by the Colony of Pennsylvania (and the 
Crown). 

o Herr Dupe: The man whose property Mr. Boddy has illegally sold to Herr Stooge.  
o Herr Stooge: The man who paid 50£ Mr. Boddy for property that belongs to Herr Dupe. 
o Master of Ceremonies:  This is not a costumed role.  Someone needs to keep the timing to the script 

and interact directly with the guests as a 21st Century moderator and story teller.  The Master of 
Ceremonies will also be the person who nudges guests toward clues when they are stuck.   

 
Potential Casting of Roles: 
 

Character Who Where in Tavern do they stay? 
Tavernkeeper  Private Study 
Tavernkeeper’s wife  Private bedroom 
Surveyor (Mr. Clarke)  Table in the tavern 
Herr Dupe  Basement 
Herr Stooge  Upstairs bedroom (tavern) 
Housekeeper (Mrs. Silver)  Tavern by the hearth. 
Master of Ceremonies  Only available at beginning and end 

of our skit 
Even though we will discover the corpse of Mr. Boddy in the Attic, none of our characters will be 
there.  Guests are welcome to go there but it’s just a room (with the body of Mr. Boddy and a few 
weapons). 

 
  

 
1 Over $90,000 in today’s currency. 



Mortimer Boddy Dies at the Barnes Tavern 
 

The Agenda: 
 Before the event, our cast of characters will meet and decide who is the real murder. 
 Each of our characters is to ad lib their own stories during this program. 
 As the program begins, our guest will assemble at a fire just outside the tavern and enjoy libations.   
 At some point in the evening, a gun should be discharged behind the tavern.  A few minutes later (10 

min) a woman’s scream will be heard from the Attic bedroom.  Shortly thereafter, the tavernkeeper 
will come outside and beg the guest to help claiming to be overwhelmed by the recent demise of Mr. 
Boddy and concerned that someone might try to pin the murder on him… 

 Our guest will explore the site, inside and out, looking for clues, interviewing suspects, and 
attempting to ascertain who killed Mr. Boddy and why. 

 The characters will tell tales, offer many “red herring” stories to confuse the guest and attempt to 
implicate other characters as the killer while claiming they, themselves, are innocent. 

 At a predetermined hour, a bell will be rung indicating that our guests and all characters must return 
to the firepit to deliberate on who should be accused. 

 
Props: 

 Copy of Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue2 – for guest to understand our colorful language (in tavern) 
 Fraudulent Deed for sale of property belonging to Herr Dupe to Herr Stooge 
 Short write-up on Conjocular Wars for guests who want to know more. 
 Weapons: (all of which are, inexplicably, left in the attic bedroom) 

o Kugel 
o Musket or other gun 
o Short knife (from kitchen) 

o Saber 
o Flask of poison 
o Length of rope  

 Small leather bag of money – Not enough to be 50£. 
 The body of Mr. Boddy – We need a mannequin or scarecrow 
 Desk and pens for Surveyor -- We can use my field desk.   
 MANY MUGS OF BEER – Courtesy of the Reg Brewmeister 

 
  

 
2 Francis Grose, A Classical Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue (LONDON, 1796) 
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Backstory:     to be read by the Master of Ceremonies to the guest by the fire 
 
The charters of the colonies of Maryland and Pennsylvania were intentionally vague.  Both colonies, 
were issued charters for the SAME land and since both charters were issued to religious orders that 
the Crown would rather see go away (Catholics and Quakers), the King and Parliament are not eager 
to help settle the dispute.  It is, perhaps, unfair to say the Crown instigated the Conjoncular Wars but 
they certainly did nothing to quell them.  Meanwhile, various “entrepreneurs” will attempt to make 
money off the dispute.  
 
Borders and boundaries were critical during colonial times.   When King Charles allocated land to 
William Penn, he issued charter for land that was initially allocated to Maryland and Delaware.  King 
Charles’s error gave colonial Pennsylvania and Maryland legitimate claims to a large land area 
between the 39th and 40th parallels. This resulted in many conflicting claims and the Conjocular, 
AKA Cresap War, was a set of battles between the Calvert family of Maryland and the Penns of 
Pennsylvania.  Hostilities lasted for over eight years, predominately in Philadelphia and the 
surrounding areas.   Eventually, the border violence between the colonial settlers became tiresome, 
and the British crown stepped in to restore peace. The British crown ordered Frederick Calvert, 6th 
Baron of Baltimore, to accept the 1732 agreement that renounced the Calvert claim to Delaware. 
 
Our story begins in March of 1732 when a land speculator3 named Mortimer Boddy4 contracts with 
a local surveyor, William Clarke, to sell title to lands he does not own.  The land in question is titled 
to one Herr Fredrick Dupe of Chester County Pennsylvania, or is it Chester County Maryland 
depending on the jurisdiction you favor.  Mr. Boddy has drawn up a bill of sale deeding the land to 
Herr Johanne Stooge for the princely sum of 50£.  The surveyor, however, is having issues executing 
the deed and has asked Mr. Boddy to meet with him at the Barns Tavern. 
 
Everyone involved in this transaction, except Mr. Boddy, has become suspicious.  Herr Dupe knows 
he has no intention of selling his land.  Herr Stooge is confused as to where the land is, if its not Herr 
Dupe’s farm then where is it?  The surveyor has found that he records and claims that Mr. Boddy 
provided are not valid.  These three men met at the new Philadelphia Statehouse5 and eventually 
agreed to sue Mr. Boddy, his estate and heirs, for damages they incurred in this transaction.  They are 
now all agreed to confront Mr. Boddy at the Barns Tavern and apprehend him, dragging him bodily to 
Philadelphia or Annapolis (or both) to face justice. 
 
Upon arriving at the Barns Tavern, they learned there is no Mortimer Boddy staying here, only a 
Hyster Shyster who has claimed “William Clarke” as his guarantor and run up a huge bill.   When 
they go to find this Hyster Shyster, he is nowhere to be found.  Later that evening, however, the 
housekeeper discovers the body of Mr. Boddy (aka Hyster Shyster) murdered in the attic bedroom.   
 
Who killed him, why, how?  Most importantly, where is Herr Stooges 50£?   

 
  

 
3 All the names in this story are purely fictious 
4 DEAD BODY! 
5 The State House was built between 1732 and 1753, designed by Edmund Woolley and Andrew Hamilton, 
and built by Woolley. Its construction was commissioned by the Pennsylvania colonial legislature which paid 
for construction as funds were available, so it was finished piecemeal. It was initially inhabited by the colonial 
government of Pennsylvania as its State House, from 1732 to 1799 
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Alibis: 
At the time of Mr. Boddy’s demise, our characters are in the following locations doing the following 
activities (unless, of course they were really killing Mr. Boddy). 

o Tavernkeeper – Tending to his bookkeeping in the Study 
o Tavernkeeper’s wife – Upstairs in the private residence.  Mrs. Barns is dealing with domestic 

issues. 
o Surveyor (Mr. Clarke) – In the tavern drafting a letter to the magistrates of Chester County 

Pennsylvania (why recognize the illegitimate claims of Marylanders) for the arrest of Mr. Boddy. 
o Herr Dupe – Not yet arrived at the tavern.  He has just finished tending to his flocks at the farm 

an is on his way to the Tavern. 
o Herr Stooge – Not yet arrived at the tavern.  He has just met with his creditors in Wilmington 

and is on his way to the Tavern. 
o Housekeeper (Mrs. Silver) – at the hearth preparing meals for the guests.  Later in the evening, she 

will go to inspect the bedding prepared for the guests and discover the body of Mr. Boddy (already 
dead). 

 
Prize:  To make this program more interesting, we should offer a prize to the team (or teams) who find the 
correct solution.  I recommend a bottle of wine or a discount certificate to future events (something worth 
about $25). 

How the guest will determine the killer: 

We will adapt the gameplay of “Clue” to help our sleuths ascertain the killer, where he was killed, and how.  
We will print a deck of cards with multiple copies of each of cards with the respected killers, weapons, or 
locations printed on one side.  After discussing the case with any player, our sleuths may ask for a particular 
bit of information (character, weapon, or location) and our players may give them that card, or any other color 
they choose to.  The only cards missing will be those of our true killer, weapon, and place of Mr. Boddy’s 
demise. 

Motive will be left to the judgement of the team.  In the event that multiple teams arrive at the correct solution 
for who killed Mr. Boddy, we will ask either the players or the guests who did not win to judge which motive 
is most believable by simple vote. 

Character Weapon Location 
Mr. Barns Rope Tavern 
Mrs. Barns Saber Study 
Mr. Clarke Knife Private Bedroom 
Herr Dupe Kugel Basement 
Herr Stooge Poison Upstairs bedroom 
Housekeeper  Outside 
  Attic 

 


