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Declaration of Independence 
IN CONGRESS, July 4, 1776. 

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen United States of America, 
 

When in the Course of human events, it becomes 
necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands 
which have connected them with another, and to 
assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and 
equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of 
Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the 
opinions of mankind requires that they should declare 
the causes which impel them to the separation. 
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. -- That to 
secure these rights, Governments are instituted among 
Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the 
governed, — That whenever any Form of Government 
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the 
People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new 
Government, laying its foundation on such principles 
and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall 
seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. 
Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long 
established should not be changed for light and transient 
causes; and accordingly, all experience hath shewn, that 
mankind is more disposed to suffer, while evils are 
sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the 
forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long 
train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably 
the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under 
absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to 
throw off such Government, and to provide new 
Guards for their future security. Such has been the 
patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now 
the necessity which constrains them to alter their 
former Systems of Government. The history of the 
present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated 
injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the 
establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these 
States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid 
world. 

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most 
wholesome and necessary for the public good. 
He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of 
immediate and pressing importance, unless 
suspended in their operation till his Assent should be 
obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly 
neglected to attend to them. 
He has refused to pass other Laws for the 
accommodation of large districts of people, unless 
those people would relinquish the right of 
Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable 
to them and formidable to tyrants only.  
He has called together legislative bodies at places 
unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the 
depository of their public Records, for the sole 
purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his 
measures.  
He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, 
for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on 
the rights of the people.  
He has refused for a long time, after such 
dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby 
the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, 
have returned to the People at large for their exercise; 
the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all 
the dangers of invasion from without, and 
convulsions within.  
He has endeavored to prevent the population of these 
States; for that purpose, obstructing the Laws for 
Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others 
to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the 
conditions of new Appropriations of Lands.  
He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by 
refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing 
Judiciary powers.  
 

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for 
the tenure of their offices, and the amount and 
payment of their salaries. 
He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent 
hither swarms of Officers to harass our people, and 
eat out their substance. 
He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing 
Armies without the Consent of our legislatures.  
He has affected to render the Military independent 
of and superior to the Civil power. 
He has combined with others to subject us to a 
jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and 
unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to 
their Acts of pretended Legislation: 
For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among 
us: 
For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from 
punishment for any Murders which they should 
commit on the Inhabitants of these States: 
For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:  
For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent: For 
depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial 
by Jury: 
For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for 
pretended offences  
For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a 
neighboring Province, establishing therein an 
Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries 
so as to render it at once an example and fit 
instrument for introducing the same absolute rule 
into these Colonies: For taking away our Charters, 
abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering 
fundamentally the Forms of our Governments: 
For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring 
themselves invested with power to legislate for us in 
all cases whatsoever.  
He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us 
out of his Protection and waging War against us. 
He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, 
burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our 
people.  
He is at this time transporting large Armies of 
foreign Mercenaries to complete the works of death, 
desolation and tyranny, already begun with 
circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely 
paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally 
unworthy of the Head of a civilized nation. 
He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken 
Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against their 
Country, to become the executioners of their friends 
and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.  
He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, 
and has endeavored to bring on the inhabitants of our 
frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose 
known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished 
destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions. 

In every stage of these Oppressions, we have 
Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: Our 
repeated Petitions have been answered only by 
repeated injury. A Prince whose character is thus 
marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is 
unfit to be the ruler of a free people. Nor have We been 
wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We have 
warned them from time to time of attempts by their 
legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction 
over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances 
of our emigration and settlement here. We have 
appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and 
we have conjured them by the ties of our common 
kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would 
inevitably interrupt our connections and 
correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice 
of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, 
acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our 
Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of 
mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends. 
We, therefore, the Representatives of the United 
States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, 
appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the 
rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by  
 

Authority of the good People of these Colonies, 
solemnly publish and declare, that these United 
Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and 
Independent States; that they are Absolved from all 
Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political 
connection between them and the State of Great 
Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as 
Free and Independent States, they have full Power to 
levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, 
establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and 
Things which Independent States may of right do. And 
for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance 
on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually 
pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our 
sacred Honor.                       Signed by ORDER and in 

BEHALF of the CONGRESS 
JOHN HANCOCK, President 

From a letter from Philadelphia, dated June 25 
An express this moment came from Congress 
informing us of General Thomson and Irwin being 
totally defeated by General Burgoyne.  Thomson and 
Irwin had been detached with 700 men to dislodge a 
party who had taken post on the Three Rivers.  The 
guides deceived the General and led him into a swamp 
the crossing of which exposed hi to cannonade from the 
ships of war.  It seems that the very day before, 
Burgoyne arrived with 70ntransports of troops.  
Thomson’s expedition was known, he was met and 
totally routed – he himself taken prisoner with Col 
Irwin, and 150 privates and officers killed, wounded, 
or taken prisoner.  The rest of the detachment escaped 
and had gotten back.  It was conjectured that Burgoyne 
has brought with him ten thousand men but this is not 
probable.  We killed or wounded about thirty. 
From Separate letter from Philadelphia, dated June 25 
The post, just arrived from New York, has brough a 
letter from General Sullivan to the Congress giving an 
account of another unfortunate event in Canada.  
Genera Thomsen, who was ordered with a party of 
1000 men to dislodge the English forces at the Three 
Rivers in Quebec, was attacked by General Burgoyne 
and totally routed.  Thomson and several others are 
taken prisoners, and the rest returned to Sorel.  The 
letter says further (I think) that Arnold had abandoned 
Montreal and that, upon the whole, our affairs in 
Canada bear a most compromising aspect.  This bad 
news is in some measure counterbalanced by the more 
agreeable intelligence from Boston.  The public papers 
there thence inform us that ships of war are all driven 
away from the Boston Harbor and private letters say 
that five Transports with scotch troops have been taken 
lately and carried to Easter ports.  The post is just 
setting off and will not allow us to be more particular.  
We shall by the next opportunity transmit to you a 
more full and satisfactory account.  A report prevails 
here which is believed to be true, that a most diabolical 
plot to assassinate the General at York, blow up the 
magazine, and spike the cannon, has lately been 
discovered.  Many people, it is said, have been thrown 
into prison and some more remain under guard, among 
the rest is the mayor of the city.  What with external 
and internal enemies we fancy we shall very shortly 
have our hands full of business. 

In Congress, June 14, 1776 
WHEREAS it has been represented to this Congress 
that great quantities of salted beef and pork have been 
purchased for exportation, which if not restrained, may 
render the supplies of the army difficult and uncertain: 
RESOLVED therefore that no salted beef or port, 
except as may be necessary for the use of the crew, be 
exported in any vessel under any pretense whatsoever, 
until further orders of this Congress. 

By order of the Congress, JOHN HANCOCK, Pres 
BY ORDER OF THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY 
The militia in the City of Philadelphia are ORDERED 
to assemble, at the sounding of bells, on July 10th at 1 
o’clock on the green opposite the STATE HOUSE for 
orders by Col Nixon.  Those failing to appear, without 
prior leave by Col Nixon, shall be considered truant 
and subject to imprisonment. 
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Philadelphia, July 4th, 1776 
Letter from JOHN McKEAN, to the  

Convention of Associators of the Provence of Pennsylvania 
“Gentlemen, the Congress this morning directed us to 
confer with the Committees of Safety and Inspection and 
the Field Officerss now in town about the proper mode 
of collecting the militia of this province in order to form 
a flying camp to cover Pennsylvania and New Jersey 
from Attacks of the Enemy who have landed on Staten 
Island and will probably direct their march this way if 
they should imagine the attempt on New York too 
hazardous… We, therefore, most earnestly request you 
immediately collect the forces of your several counties 
and bring them to Brunswick where the Congress will 
furnish them with provisions and allow them 
Continental pay.  Men who have the safety of their 
country at heart need no incentive to the greatest 
excretions than such as arises from its danger.” 

Extract of a Letter from Mr. Messier, F. R. S.to Mr. 
Magellan, F. R. S. Dated Paris, May 29, 1776 

I have observed since the 14th of May, a belt of a fainter 
light on the body of SATURN, opposite to the part of 
the ring behind the planet.  It is pretty broad, and almost 
as distinct as those of Jupiter.  It was a very good 
achromatic of three foot and a half, made by Mr 
DOLLAND, that I discovered this appearance.  I wish 
you would communicate it to the astronomers, because 
those who are furnished with better instruments may, 
perhaps, see some inequalities in this belt of Saturn, and 
so the time of the planets’ revolution on its axis may be 
better ascertained than it is at present.  Mess.  JOHN 
and JAMES CASSANI seem to have been the only 
astronomers who discovered this phenomenon about the 
end of the last century. 
June 26, 1776        WHEREAS Disputes have arisen 
respecting the Title of the Proprietors of Transylvania 
to the soil of their country, and as some short time will 
elapse before they may be fully and satisfactorily 
determined (bing anxious to avoid all cause and 
complaint), the said proprietors earnestly desire that no 
person may, in the meantime, take possession of any 
entered and surveyed lands in the said country with 
expectation of procuring a title to such lands as such 
lands ought be granted to the respective parties in whose 
name those entries were made and should the absolute 
tile be adjudged in favor of the subscribers on the present 
dispute (as they have no doubt will be the case)  they 
hereby declare their intention of granting such lands, on 
application to the proper claimants according to the rules 
of their office.  And as such proprietors have hitherto 
reserved the lands below the GREEN RIVER and as 
high up CUMBERLAND on both sides of Masters Lick 
for themselves until they could lay off a small quantity 
therein for their separate use.  They hope that no persons 
will make improvement within the said bounds before 
such surveys shall be made as such improvement may 
possibly interfere with choice of some of the copartners 
and consequently not be granted.  As it is unsafe at this 
time to settle the country in small detached parties, and 
the alarming reports with respect to the hostile intention 
of the Cherokee Indians on the frontiers will no doubt 
prevent emigration for some time to that country.  Care 
will be taken to cause those lands to be laid off as soon as 
conveniently be made so that when from the more pacific 
disposition of these people, a removal that the country 
may be thought safe to every person, on application to 
the books of the Land Office at Brandywine may be 
informed and entered and reserved Lands as aforesaid, 
and direct their choice accordingly, 

JOHN LUTTERELL THOMAS HART 
JAMES HOGG NATHANIEL HART 
DAVID HART JOHN WILLIAMS 
LEONARD BULLOCK WILLIAM JOHNSON 
RICHARD HENDERSON 

 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

TREASURY OFFICE, July 4, 1776 
I have appointed MR. JOHN BURWELL to sign bills of 
one shilling and three-pence, dated July 1775, in the 
room of EDMUND RANDOLF, esq; who hath declined 
that business,                 RO. C. NICHOLAS, Treasurer 

 

To miss B_____Y R_____TS,  
in Montgomery County, near Pottsgrove 

MADAM, an author who long studied your sex has 
remarked that no woman is capable of being beautiful 
who is not incapable of being false.  -- According to this 
reasoning, I find that instead of a Lady of some beauty 
which I freely own to you, Madam, was the idea I first 
entertained of you.  I have only been paying these 
several months my addresses to a lump of deformity 
totally desolate of every amiable quality which adds a 
new softness to her sex and even beauty to their 
beauty! 
And now, Madam, that I have detected your falsehood, 
you will, I hope, pardon my publishing its and les by 
my silence, others equally credulous with myself 
should fall in a like manner, a sacrifice to the artifices 
of vain coquette. 
One thing indeed I have only myself to reproach with, 
that when heartily tired with your immodest airs, and 
haughty impertinence, I did not in spite of your 
entreaties and y reason, indeed, as well as past 
experience taught me my confidence was misplaced, 
but reason and past experience both were incapable of 
preventing my being made the dupe of your caprice.  
The day of your nuptials, by mutual consent is 
appointed, all parties are agreed and nothing remains 
but the ceremony --- When --- the highest favors I could 
obtain were a constrained behavior, severe looks, and 
distant civilities, and in the end, an open and formal 
renunciation of all those solemn engagements entered 
into only a few days before. 
Upon this, Madam, you remember I quietly took my 
leave rather congratulating myself for such a happy 
escape, than indulging in the chagrin of a disappointed 
lover, persuaded that he who loses such a hostile and 
malevolent mistress, has only lost a sixpence.  
I am so much a philosopher, Madam, as freely to forgive 
you for falling int the ways of the fantastic, fickle and 
trifling part of your sex in which your vanity tempted 
you and your talents enabled you to appear to 
advantage.  But had I been in your place and you in 
mine, I think I could never forgive myself such 
treacherous behavior to one that had loved me, and 
whom I had encouraged to depend on my affections 
only that I might have an opportunity to disappoint and 
betray him. 
I find no distress, Madam, in banishing the idea of your 
ill usage and you from my breast and it shall go hard 
with me, if among the numerous circle of your sex, 
created to refine the joys and soften the cares of life by 
most agreeable participation, I don’t quickly find one 
more worthy of my passions than the fickle, vain, 
perfidious one I have abandoned, of who I shall only 
say that: 

Were I to curse the man I hate,  
a bride like thee should be his fate, 

Haverford, June 24th, 1776         JOHN WRIGHT 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

WANTED 
Several surgeons for the NAVY.  Such as inclined to 
enter into the service will please apply to the 
commissioners now fitting in Philadelphia 
WANTED for the Fifth Troop of Horse, about 30 
geldings from 14 hands to 15 hands high and from 4 to 
6 years old, well formed and active.  Bays will be most 
suitable colors nearest to bay.  Any person possessed 
of such may apply to the subscriber at the rendezvous 
at CHADDS FORD IN CHESTER COUNTY to Lieutenant 
SPACKMAN.  Lt Spackman will also attend the adjacent 
courts to those counties for the purpose of purchasing 
horses and ready money will be given of the horses. 

        THEODORE BLAND, Captain 
I have received 41 SMALL ARMS which I would sell 
on reasonable terms and have still by me an assortment 
of swords,                                              WILLIAM PITT 

WANTED  
a contractor to supply the NAVY with provisions on 
each of the principal rivers.  Such as inclined to 
undertake the same are desired to apply to the board at 
Philadelphia on Thursday the 25th.instant. 

THOMAS WHITING, Commissioner 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

 
To all brave, health, able bodies and well-disposed men 
who have any inclination to join the troops now raising 
under General Washington for the defense of the 
Liberties and Independence of the United States against 
hostile and foreign enemies,  

TAKE NOTICE, 
THAT at the soldiers’ barracks of Fort Mifflin, a 
recruiting party of the Continental Army will be 
receiving enrollment of such youth of SPIRIT as may be 
willing to enter into Honorable service of their nation. 
Incentive to enlist, is truly liberal and generous, a 
bounty of TWELVE DOLLARS, an annual and fully 
sufficient supply of good and handsome clothing, a daily 
allowance of large and ample ration of provisions, 
together with SIXTY DOLLARS a year in gold and 
silver money.  Those who may favor this recruiting 
party with their attendance above, will have the 
opportunity of hearing and seeing in a more particular 
manner the great advantages which the brave men will 
have, who shall embrace this opportunity of spending a 
few happy years in viewing the different parts of this 
beautiful continent, in the honorable and truly 
respectable character of a soldier, after which, he may, 
if he pleases return home to his friends, with his pockets 
FULL of MONEY and his head covered in LAURELS. 

GOD SAVE THE UNITED STATES 

To be Sold by the Regimental Brewmeister 
at the Sign of the King’s Broad Arrow 

Strong Beer 
Mead & Cider 
Not inferior to English Beer, by the barrel, or by the 
glass, at the lowest prices for cash.  The subscriber has 
opened a Tavern within the confines of FORT MIFFLIN 

ON THE DELAWARE where sailors, soldiers and 
civilians of all nationalities may safely be entertained. 

                                     MICHAEL CARVER 
Westchester, July 4th, 1776 

Strayed or STOLEN from the subscriber last night, a 
light bay horse 6 years old about 15 hands high with a 
hanging mane and switch tail, not branded, but has a 
little hair rubbed of his back by the saddle.  He paces 
and gallops well.  Whoever will give me such 
intelligence that I may get him again shall have twenty 
shillings in reward and five pounds upon conviction of 
the thief.                                                   JAMES SLATE 
The captains of the LANCASTER BATTALION OF 

MINUTEMEN are requested to meet the subscriber at 
FARNHAM CHURCH in order to receive money due to 
their respective companies on Friday the 19th instant.  
They will be pleased to take notice that no accounts will 
be paid but those signed by the colonel. 

WILLIAM BEALE 
FIVE POUNDS REWARD 

STOLEN from the subscriber’s servant in the main 
street of Paoli, a dark bay mare about 14 hands and a 
half high five years old.  A spirited natural pacer.  Has 
one or two white spots on her sides.  I do not recollect 
any brand.  Whoever will deliver me the mare shall 
have thirty shillings and for the discovery of the thief, 
five pounds.                                       ANDREW LEITCH 

 


