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Suffrage before 

the Supreme Court 
Question of ratifying the 19th Amendment 

by Referendum Vote to be Decided 

Affects Coming Election 
 

The Supreme Court today begins 

consideration of whether the federal 

constitutional amendments must be submitted 

to the voters for ratification in states 

having referendum provisions in their 

constitutions.  The question is involved in 

appears from the Ohio Supreme Court decrees 

sustain the state constitutional referendum 

amendment and dismissing the injunction 

proceedings brought to enjoin submission of 

prohibition (18th Amendment) and women’s 

suffrage (19th amendment) to popular vote. 

The case is the first of its kind to reach 

the Supreme Court, and upon the court’s 

opinion, it is asserted, would likely 

depend whether the women of the country 

would be able to vote at the forthcoming 

presidential election.  Should the court 

hold the suffrage amendment must be 

submitted to a referendum, Ohio would be 

withdrawn temporarily from the list of 

states which the Secretary of State has 

certified as ratifying.  It would be 

impossible, it was said, to submit the 

amendment to the voters in that state before 

next fall. 

Among counsel for the suffrage forces are 

George Wharton Pepper and William Draper 

Lewis, well known Philadelphia attorneys. 

The Supreme Courts in eight states already 

have passed upon the referendum provisions, 

according to a brief filed today with the 

court by George Hawke, of Cincinnati, who 

instituted the Ohio proceedings.  In two 

states, Washington and Ohio, the referendum 

provisions have been sustained while in 

Oregon, Maine, Colorado, Arkansas, 

California, and Michigan, the courts held 

the provision void, as applied to acts of 

their respective Legislatures ratifying the 

prohibition amendment. 

The general question was argued at length 

recently before the Supreme Court in the 

prohibition cases.  At that time, however, 

attorneys on both sides admitted that no 

matter how the court ruled, the prohibition 

situation would not be affected, as 

sufficient states already ratified the 

amendment without the so-called referendum 

states.  
 

 

“Hello!  Any Orders?” 
Hertz, convicted bootlegger, 

all set with telephone in cell 
People who hear that Maurice Hertz, of 

Camden, isn’t serving his term in the county 

jail for complicity in the smuggling of 

$50,000 worth of rum from the Bahamas can 

easily spike the rumor. 

Sherriff Hatch announce today that 

because of the prevalence of such stories, 

he had a telephone installed in Hertz’s 

cell.  Anyone who doesn’t believe that Hertz 

is there can call him up and ask him. 

 

 

BASEBALL TODAY – 3:30PM 

NATIONAL LEAGUE PARK 

Phillies vs Boston 
Seats on sale at Gimbels and Spaldings 

 
 

New Americanization Plan 
Persons to be Naturalized Invited 

to Fourth of July Exercises 
A suggestion that all residence of the 

city who are about to be naturalized be 

invited to attend the Independence Day 

exercises in Independence Square have been 

presented to the mayor by the 

representatives of the Chamber of Commerce, 

the Civic Club, and the Philomusian Club.  

The mayor promises to comply with this 

request. 

Prohibition is 

a Fiction:   

The United States is Wet 
 

It is a question whether hypocrisy in some 

official quarters or the passionate and 

incurable credulity of dry advocates in 

other is doing the most to give Volstendism 

the aspect of a national catastrophe.  The 

looming fact of the hour is that the dry 

laws are not honestly or effectively 

enforces over any considerable area 

anywhere in the United States.  Yet this 

fact which sterner advocates of the sterner 

theory of prohibition hate or fear to 

recognize.  

It seems sometimes that the dry extremist 

prefers the fiction of prohibition to the 

truth of a situation charged with a hundred 

varieties of social danger.  Mayor More, 

Mr. Lasker, of the Shipping Board, and the 

Law Enforcement League of Philadelphia 

appear simultaneously in the current news 

to suggest again the appalling nature of 

the moral and political confusion that has 

followed the attempt to legislate all 

intoxicants out of existence at one fell 

stroke. 

The Law Enforcement League is, of course, 

to be applauded for the manner in which it 

has attempted to define a principle and 

elevate it above all considerations of 

personal belief or prejudice.  But when it 

seems to believe that it has accomplished 

something of importance by putting the 

names of “a hundred bootleggers” into the 

hands of Mayor Moore, the League seems 

almost naive and wholly unaware of the 

magnitude of the problem it has attacked. 

You could take a hundred bootleggers from 

the army operating in this territory and 

they would never be missed.  Moreover, the 

casual raids, of which we hear so much, mean 

nothing – or worse.  Many of them have the 

appearance of being carefully stage-managed 

to impress and satisfy a disgusted public. 

Somewhere in the background of this and 

other cities a system of understanding 

exists actually t encourage the traffic in 

illicit whiskey, and it may be said that 

the output of secret stills now is almost 

equal to the former output of legalized 

distilleries.  Mayor Moore declares the he 

has the names of “some of the big 

bootleggers.”  These names should not be 

kept secret for even an hour. 

What is the truth about the part of that 

whiskey has come to play in the State 

politics?  Whey is it necessary to maintain 

official reticence and mystery about this 

most ominous development of the Volstead 

experiment?  

The roots of the problem which 

organizations like the Law Enforcement 

League are attempting to solve with surface 

remedies reach so deeply into the political 

and social life of the country and lies so 

close to the hearts and nerve centers of 

influential social and political groups 

that people who have sincere desire to see 

the Volstead Law enforced shrink from 

attacking liquor lawlessness at is source. 

If the Law Enforcement League is not 

content with a hopeless fight it will have 

to go beyond the corner bootleggers.  It 

will have to go beyond the minor politicians 

who now engage in the whisky business.  IT 

will have to go beyond the keepers of 

speakeasies and the occasional “foreigner” 

who is caught working a still. 

The League will have to go to Congress and 

demand either such modification of the 

Volstead Act as to make prohibition 

generally acceptable or the appropriation 

of enough money to make the enforcement 

system something more than squalid farce 

and a disgrace to the country.  

It will have to admit that for the first 

time in all its history the Federal 

Government is unable to enforce its own 

laws.  And it will have to admit that either 

the Volstead Law is utterly wrong in method 

or that Americans have become a lawless 

people overnight.  For it is plain that the 

present dry law cannot be maintained as 

Federal laws always have been maintained, 

by the voluntary cooperation of the people 

themselves. 

 
 

We now have a choice, therefore, between 

the hypocritical pretense and increasing 

disorder or a system of relentless 

repression which, while it might be 

enormously costly and wholly un-American, 

would be preferable to a reign of anarchy in 

which at least 50 percent of the people and 

their political representatives are 

involved. 

This is not a dry country. To say that it 

isn’t wet you must be either hypocritical or 

woefully ingenuous.  The whisky business has 

not been seriously checked.  It has merely 

passed from the hands of private and 

licensed interests to the hands of criminals 

and profiteers.  In some parts of the 

country, it has become a monopoly under the 

direction of underworld politicians. 

The most conspicuous and tragic result of 

an attempt at headlong prohibition is an 

unprecedented extension of the dry rot of 

bribery, corruption and graft in the 

political life of the United States.  We can 

maintain a pleasant fiction and permit the 

moral disintegrations to continue.  It would 

be better to face the truth and look for a 

way out of an intolerable mess. 

Mr. Lasker, of the Shipping Board, faced 

it – in his own way.  It may be said that he 

didn’t quibble.  Legally, too, the 

advantages may be on his side when he insists 

that the Volstead Law does not apply to 

American ships at sea.  He found out by 

costly experience that we must run wet on 

ships or get off the oceans. 

The moral aspect of the Shipping Board’s 

bars is another matter.  The United States 

Government has entered into a business which 

will not permit others to enter, and sells 

what it calls poison to people who travel on 

ships.  It does more than that.  It denies 

to its own people privileges which, by 

inference, it admits all other people of the 

world, demand of their refreshment and 

pleasure.  How long can this farce continue? 

 

Moon Shines on Moonshine 
Still and Liquor brought to 

light in Three Midnight Raids 
Police of the Twenty-second and Hunting 

Park Avenue station raided three alleged 

moonshine establishments in Nicetown at 

midnight.  Four stills and many gallons of 

liquor were confiscated.   

The fist place visited was that of Michael 

Feidke, 1900 Brunner Street. A fifteen 

gallon still, thirty gallons of moonshine 

and four barrels of mash were taken. 

The raiders then descended on the home of 

Leo Sadoski, 1914 Dalkeith Street, and 

confiscated two large stills and a quantity 

of moonshine.  In the store of Joseph Saroki, 

2011 Blavis Street, a small still and three 

barrels of mash were taken. 

Fire Near Fort Mifflin 
Fire swept the meadows above Fort Mifflin 

this morning ad as it drew near the fort a 

call was sent to the fire department of Hog 

Island.  The Hog Island firemen fought the 

shifting blaze for more than an hour before 

extinguishing it at about noon. 
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Monarchist Plan Coup in Germany 
Various Military Parades Said  

to be Preparations for Revolt 
Berlin, June 16 – The independent socialist 

newspaper Die Freiheit, features a sensational 

communication from a “well-informed source” that 

a pan-German “putsch” is impending. 

The writer states that the various military 

parades, such as Von Hindenburg celebrations, 

which have been going on throughout Germany 

recently, were serious preparations for a 

monarchist coup d’etat, which he says is to be 

preceded by a sort of St. Bartholomew’s night in 

which all person whose names are entered on a 

special blacklist will be given short shrift.  The 

writer declares the Ministry of Defense and the 

police are implicated in the movement. 

The resolutions say the Nationalist association, 

Parti Nazionale, with German officers and ex-

soldiers, are intending to hole demonstrations 

throughout the country on June 28th, the 

anniversary of the Treaty of Versailles.  These 

demonstrations, it is declared, probably will be 

exploited for the purpose of wild agitation 

against the republic. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


